
312 Specialia 

Table III. Chromatid abberrations produced by meprobamate in human leukocyte chromosomes in viLro 

EXPERIENTI: 30/3 

Meprobamate concentration No. of cells analysed Achromatic lesions Chromatid breaks Sum total of all breaking 
(M) (AL) (B') events per cell 

10 -7 200 6 6 0.030 
10 _6 200 3 8 0.040 
10 -s 200 8 12 0.060 
10 -~ 200 3 7 0.035 
Total 800 20 33 0.041 

Only achromat ic  lesions (AL) and ch roma t id  breaks  (B') 
were seen (Table I I I ) .  The sum tota ls  of all b reak ing  
events  per  cell, r epresen t ing  the  sum to ta l  of all B'  per  cell 
in these  exper iments ,  ranges  f rom 0.030 to  0.060. W i t h  all 
mi toses  t e s t ed  (800) th is  value is 0.041. Control  da t a  f rom 
our l abora to ry  range f rom 0.0250 to 0.1025 wi th  a middle  
of 0.0633, ref. :0. Our da t a  show no chromosome break ing  
abi l i ty  of m e p r o b a m a t e  on h u m a n  leukocytes  in vitro.  

C) Therapeutical doses. The the rapeu t i ca l  doses of 
m e p r o b a m a t e  are 0.40 to  1.20 g per  day  in adults .  Assu- 
ming  a body  weight  of 75 kg we have  a dose of 0.005 to 
0.016 g per  kg or roughly  per  l i tre (1) body  fluid. The 
doses used in our t e s t  are in Drosophila 5.02 g/1 (X- 
chromosome lethals) and ' l .  00 g/1 (chromosome aberrat ions)  
and  in h u m a n  chromosomes  in v i t ro  up to 0.022 g/1 
(10 -~ M). These calculat ions should be t aken  wi th  caut ion  
b u t  t h e y  show t h a t  the  doses used in our t e s t  are well 
above the  range of the  doses used therapeut ica l ly .  

Zusammen/assung. Mutagen i tg t sun t e r suchungen  mi t  
M e p r o b a m a t  an Drosophila melanogaster (X-chromoso-  
male rezessive Le ta lmu ta t ionen ,  Chromosomenaber ra -  
t ionen  in reifen Spermien) und  an mensch l ichen  Leukozy-  
t e n c h r o m o s o m e n  in v i t ro  e rgaben  keine A n h a l t s p u n k t e  
fiir e ine genet ische  Wi rksamke i t  dieser  Substanz.  
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D e v e l o p m e n t a l  S t u d i e s  in  Drosophila nasuta I I I .  
D e v e l o p m e n t a l  O b s t i n a c y  of  the  E g g s  Laid  a f ter  S t a r v a t i o n  

The func t ion  of t he  female reproduc t ive  sy s t em is to 
p roduce  eggs and  prov ide  for the i r  fer t i l iza t ion and  
depos i t ion : .  The t ime  spen t  by  each egg in t he  uterus  is 
s table  2. The egg r e t en t i on  in Drosophila m a y  occur under  
2 c i rcumstances :  1. W h e n  the  females  are virgins and  
2. when  the  m a t e d  females  are no t  offered a sui table  si te 
for egg laying 2. In  the  l a t t e r  case, the  embryonic  develop-  
m e n t  begins  w i t h i n t h e  female ' s  r ep roduc t ive  sys tem 8. 

Delcour has given a p rocedure  for rap id  egg collection in 
Drosophila 4. This has been  employed  by  m a n y  invest iga-  
tors  for compe t i t ion  and deve lopmen ta l  s tudies: ,5 ,  6 
Tile p rocedure  is, af ter  s ta rv ing  a s tock of well-fed flies 
for 5 h, t h e y  are exposed to  med ia  for egg laying (100 cm a 
dist i l led water ,  3 g Agar  Agar, 1.5 cm 8 acetic acid, 2.5 cm 8 
e thy l  alcohol and  a few drops  of yeast ,  ]L)ELCOUR 4 has  

fu r ther  sugges ted  d iscard ing  the  f i rs t  b a t c h  of eggs 
ob ta ined  dur ing  'F i r s t  H o u r '  a f ter  s t a rva t ion ,  reasoning  
t h a t  t h e y  m a y  con ta in  eggs of var iab le  deve lopmen ta l  
s tages.  

: D. BODENSTEIN, in: Biology of Drosophila (Ed. M. DE.~EREC; 
John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New York 1950, p. 275-367. 

2 j.  DAVID and J. BOULETREAU-~/~ERLE, Drosoph. Inf. Serv. 46, 63 
(1971). 

3 R.C. KING, Drosoph. InI. Serv. 38, 96 (1963). 
: J. D~LCOUR, Drosoph. Inf. Serv. dd, 133 134 (1969). 
5 M. BUDmK, D. BRNClC and S. KOREF-S:NTIBANEZ, Evolution 25, 

4:O (:971). 
6 H. A. RAgG:N:TH and N. B. KRISEN:,'~URTHY, Sci. J. Mys. 

Univ., in press (1973). 
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Fig. 1. Pattern of development at T o (21 ~ Fig. 2. Pattern of development at T' (23-28 ~ 
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D u r i n g  t he  course of i nves t i ga t i ons  on  t he  deve lop-  
m e n t a l  s tud ies  in  Drosophila nasuta, some pecu l ia r i t i e s  
were obse rved  p e r t a i n i n g  to t h e  r a t e  of d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
t he  eggs la id  soon a f t e r  s t a r va t i on .  T he  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
o b s t i n a c y  of these  eggs d u r i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  are  here  
repor ted .  Fo l lowing  t h e  p rocedure  of DELCOIJR ~, 2 
b a t c h e s  of eggs were o b t a i n e d  : 1. The  eggs la id  d u r i n g  the  
f i rs t  12 h a f te r  s t a r v a t i o n  (~- 6 h) a n d  2. of t i le eggs la id  
l a t e r  (~: 6 h). F r o m  each  b a t c h  of eggs collected,  ha l f  of 
t h e m  were i n c u b a t e d  a t  a c o n s t a n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  of 21~ 
(T  O ) a n d  t he  o the r  ha l f  a t  an  a m b i e n t  f l u c t u a t i n g  room 
t e m p e r a t u r e  of 23 ~ to  28~ (T'). I n  o rder  to  m a i n t a i n  
u n i f o r m  p r e - a d u l t  dens i ty ,  100 eggs were t r a n s f e r r e d  to  
via ls  ( 1 " •  3") c o n t a i n i n g  equal  a m o u n t  of food (normal  
w h e a t  c r eam agar  media)  seeded w i t h  yeas t .  T he  f i rs t  
b a t c h  has  10 via ls  each  a t  T O and  T" and  second ha s  
29 r i m s  a t  T o a n d  26 v ia l s  a t  T'. 

Figures  1 a n d  2 i l l u s t r a t e  t he  p a t t e r n  of emergence  of 
t h e  a d u l t s  a t  T O a n d  T', r e spec t ive ly  in t he  two  b a t c h e s  of 
eggs. Tab le  I gives t h e  m e a n  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t i m e  w i t h  
t he  s t a n d a r d  er ror  of each  b a t c h .  Tab le  I I  i nco rpora t e s  t he  
s u m m a r y  of t he  S t u d e n t  t - tes t  c o m p u t e d  to  c o m p a r e  t he  
m e a n  values.  The  f i rs t  b a t c h  of eggs e x h i b i t e d  s ign i f ican t  
r e t a r d a t i o n  over  t h e  second b a t c h  of eggs a t  b o t h  T o a n d  
T '  t e m p e r a t u r e s .  Eggs  la id  soon a f t e r  s t a r va t i on ,  exper t -  

Table I. Mean developmental time in days for the 2 batches of eggs 

Batch I Batch II 

T O 20.11 ~ 0.095 14.84 -1- 0.049 

T' 13.74 :~ 0.089 10.14 =[= 0.045 

ence a s lower d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r a t e  t h a n  t he  eggs la id  
a f te rwards .  The  t ab l e s  also r evea l  t h a t  a t  r oom t e m p e r a t u r e  
the  eggs undergo  a f a s t e r  r a t e  of d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a n  a t  t he  
c o n s t a n t  t e m p e r a t u r e .  

D u r i n g  s t a r v a t i o n  t h e  eggs h a v e  r e m a i n e d  in t b e  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m  a n d  are  o the rwise  la id  if t he re  is a 
su i t ab l e  surface.  These  d e t a i n e d  eggs can  be  expec t ed  to 
h a v e  i n i t i a t e d  t h e i r  ear ly  e m b r y o n i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  before  
t h e y  were laid. Th i s  be ing  so, these  f i rs t  b a t c h  of eggs 
should  man i f e s t  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  a fas te r  r a t e  of a d u l t  
emergence  t h a n  t he  eggs of t h e  l a t e r  ba tches .  

In sp i r e  of this ,  w h y  sould t he  f i r s t  b a t c h  of eggs col lected 
soon a f t e r  s t a r v a t i o n  man i f e s t  a de layed  r a t e  of develop-  
m e n t ?  T h o u g h  i t  is d i f f icul t  to  ass ign al ly  def in i t e  
reasons  for this ,  some sugges t ions  could be  made .  The  
d i s p a r i t y  in  t h e  r a t e  of eclosion of a d u l t  flies m a y  be  due  
to t h e  fol lowing reasons.  I f  t h e  so journ  of t he  oocytes  
exceed t he  p resc r ibed  o p t i m u m  per iod  w i t h i n  t he  repro-  
d u c t i v e  sys tem,  i t  m a y  affec t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
r e t e n t i o n  m a y  end  up  in t he  p r o d i g a l i t y  of t he  eggs of 
d i f f e ren t  s tages  in t he  sys tem,  wh ich  m a y  affec t  t i le  egg 
phys io logy  r e su l t i ng  in  t he  r e t a r d a t i o n  of deve lopmen t ,  
a n d / o r  i t  m a y  be due  to t h e  biological  h o m e o s t a t i c  
o b s t i n a c y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  du r ing  t he  pe r iod  of s t a r v a t i o n  
in n a t u r e  to  p ro long  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  pe r iod  to  get  
over  t he  in imica l  cond i t i ons  of n a t u r e .  

F u r t h e r  work  is in  progress  to  dec iphe r  t h i s  event .  
I t  is fel t  t h a t  in  e m p l o y i n g  t he  De lconr ' s  p rocedure  care  
h a s  to  be  t a k e n  to  e l i m i n a t e  t he  f i r s t  b a t c h  of eggs 
(first  12 h) col lected a f t e r  s t a rva t i on .  

Zusammen/assung. W e i b c h e n  yon  Drosophila nasuta 
w u r d e n  wS~hrend 5 h gehunger t .  N a c h k o m m e n  aus  den  in 
den  n / i chs ten  12 h abge leg ten  E i e r n  e n t w i c k e l t e n  s ich  
b e d e u t e n d  l a n g s a m e r  als jene  aus  den  sp~te r  abge l eg t en  
E ie rn .  
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Table II. Summary of the Student t-test computed to compare the 
meai1 values within and between batches of eggs at T O and T' 

I and II I and II Iof T~ Ilof T~ and 
of T O of T' I of T' II of T' 

I value 52.70 40.00 49.00 78.33 

p value <0.001 %0.001 <0.001 <0.001 
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Zoology, Manasa Gangotri, University o[ Mysore, 
2VIysore-6 (India), 25 April 1973. 
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Induced Interchanges in Finger Millet (Eleusine 

ChromosomM i n t e r c h a n g e s  c o n s t i t u t e  one of t h e  mos t  
i m p o r t a n t  t y p e  of s t r u c t u r a l  change  re su l t ing  in a l t e r a t i o n  
of c h r o m o s o m e  m o r p h o l o g y  a n d  n u m b e r .  T h e y  are used  
no t  on ly  to ga in  bas ic  cy togene t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  also 
as a ids  in  b r e e d i n g  (BURNHAM2). I n d u c e d  t r an s l oca t i ons  
were f i r s t  r epo r t ed  b y  S tad le r  in  maize  in 1930. Since 
then ,  i n t e r c h a n g e s  h a v e  been  i nduced  in m a n y  crop 
p lan t s .  SJODIN 0 m a d e  ex tens ive  s tud ies  on  i nduced  
t r an s loca t i ons  in  Vices [aba. However ,  such  s tud ies  h a v e  
n o t  b e e n  r epo r t ed  in  f inger  mi l le t ,  Eleusine coracana 
which  is one of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  mi l l e t  crops  of S o u t h  Ind ia .  
The  p re sen t  p a p e r  deals w i t h  ce r t a in  cy togene t i c  aspec ts  
of i nduced  t r a n s l o c a t i o n s  in  t h i s  crop. 

D u r i n g  t he  course  of our  de ta i l ed  cy to logica l  s tudies  
in  t h e  g a m m a  i r r a d i a t e d  ma te r i a l ,  p l a n t s  showing  in te r -  
changes  were observed  in t h e  progenies  of seeds t r e a t e d  

coracana Gaert) 

w i t h  doses of 20, 30 a n d  40 IZr g a m m a  rays  in  t he  v a r i e t y  
CO.1. For  t he  i so la t ion  of i n t e r c h a n g e  he te rozygotes ,  
p l a n t s  showing  50% or more  s t e r i l i t y  were se lected a n d  
t he  meiosis  was  s tud ied  in t he  f lower  b u d s  f ixed in 1 :3  
acet ic  alcohol.  A n t h e r  s m e a r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  were m a d e  
us ing  1% ace toca rmine .  Wel l  sp read  meio t ic  p la tes  were 
ana ly sed  for t he  f r equency  a n d  types  of q u a d r i v a l e n t s ,  and  
t h e  d a t a  are p r e sen t ed  ill t h e  Table .  O u t  of t he  50 p l a n t s  
s tudied ,  19 p l a n t s  were found  to  show in te rchanges .  The  
s t u d y  of f r equency  of cells w i t h  t r an s loca t i ons  revea led  
cons iderab le  di f ferences  in  d i f fe ren t  p lan t s .  P e r c e n t a g e  
of cells w i t h  q u a d r i v a l e n t s  r anged  f rom 5.0% to 71.4% in 
d i f fe ren t  p lan t s .  The  f r equency  of types  of q u a d r i v a l e n t s  
obse rved  in d i f fe ren t  t r a n s l o c a t i o n  he t e rozygo te s  is also 
g iven  in t he  Table .  I t  is c lear  f rom t h e  T a b l e  t h a t  t h e  
f r e q u e n c y  of r ing  a n d  cha in  q u a d r i v a l e n t s  also va r i ed  in 


